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What is smell?

Entry to these talks is free to all members of the local community.  For further details, or to book a seat, 

please visit www.royallatin.org/lillingstone-lectures

Smell is our least understood sense – an ancient chemical language spoken directly to the 

brain. In this lecture, I will explore how molecules become sensations, how odour is 

written into molecular structure, and how the nose may act not just as a lock-and-key 

detector but as a tiny spectroscope, sensing the vibrations of the molecules around us. 

From the mysteries of olfaction to the artistry of perfume, I will journey from quantum 

physics to biology, and ultimately to art.
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