
Welcome to 
Catz!

Welcome to St Catherine�s College, University of 
Oxford!

Today we are going to introduce the following 
topics:

Why you might want to go to 
university

What the University of Oxford and
St Catherine�s College are like

How you apply to the University of Oxford

outreach@stcatz.ox.ac.uk



Why might someone want to go to 
university?

Live somewhere new Study something you enjoy
Build skills for the future

To meet new people
Explore interests 
outside of class To gain qualifications



What are different 
universities like?

Size

Location

Setup

Modes of Study



Oxford University has ranked number 1 in the 

world for nine years running.

(Times Higher Education World Rankings, 2025)

Why Oxford or 
Cambridge?



O v e r  4 0  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O x f o r d

Archaeology and Anthropology

Asian and Middle Eastern Studies

Biochemistry (Molecular and Cellular)

Biology

Biomedical Sciences

Chemistry

Classical Archaeology and Ancient History

Classics

Classics and Asian and Middle Eastern 

Studies

Classics and English

Classics and Modern Languages

Computer Science

Computer Science and Philosophy

Earth Sciences (Geology)

Economics and Management

Engineering Science

English Language and Literature

English and Modern Languages

European and Middle Eastern Languages

Fine Art

Foundation Year (Chemistry, Engineering and 

Materials Science)

Foundation Year (Humanities)

Foundation Year (Law)

Foundation Year (PPE)

Geography

History

History (Ancient and Modern)

History and Economics

History and English

History and Modern Languages

History and Politics

History of Art

Human Sciences

Law (Jurisprudence)

Materials Science

Mathematics

Mathematics and Computer Science

Mathematics and Philosophy

Mathematics and Statistics

Medicine

Medicine (graduate entry)

Modern Languages

Modern Languages and Linguistics

Music

Philosophy and Modern Languages

Philosophy, Politics and Economics (PPE)

Philosophy and Theology

Physics

Physics and Philosophy

Psychology (Experimental)

Psychology, Philosophy and Linguistics

Religion and Asian and Middle Eastern 

Studies

Theology and Religion



Universities and 
departments



University of Oxford Colleges

St Catherine�s College

(St Catz)



Colleges



Our Facilities
�Colleges make socialising and meeting new people so unbelievably 

easy! You will never leave Oxford without meeting people who are 

just like you, and I have 100% met friends for life here.�  Angharad



The Oxford 
Admissions Process



Academic 

Record

Personal 

Statement

Teacher�s 

Reference

Admissions 
Test 

(where required)

Written Work 
(where required)

Contextual 

Information 

and data

Interview 
(if interviewed)

No part of an application is considered in isolation 

All available information is looked at together before 

decisions are made

Applying to Oxbridge
Earlier UCAS deadline - 15th October



Written 
work/tests

Choose firm 
and insurance 

choices

Results of 
applications

Interview

Submit 
application

Test 
registration*

Start UCAS 
application

Choose course, 
universities 

(and college?)

Exam results/
confirmation

Start 
university

Applying to University



UCAS application



Be super-curricular�



What are the Personal Statement 
questions?

Why do you  want to study this course or subject?

How have your qualifications and studies helped you to prepare 
for this course or subject?

What else have you done to prepare outside of education, and why 
are these experiences useful?

You�ll want to show evidence of passion, curiosity and interest

Focus on what�s most recent and relevant to your subject or course(s)

Examples should be reflective and demonstrate further suitability for your subject or course(s)



Admissions Tests

Revision needed Similar exercises helpful Practice

Admissions Test Required for

LNAT (Law National Aptitude Test) Law

UCAT (University Clinical Aptitude Test for 

Medicine)
Medicine

Music Performance Test
Music

New Tests from 2026

Biomedical Sciences - ESAT

Computer Science - TMUA

Computer Science and Philosophy - TMUA

Economics and Management - TARA

Engineering Science - ESAT

History and Economics - TARA

History and Politics - TARA (still tbc)

Human Sciences - TARA

Mathematics/Mathematics and Statistics - TMUA

Mathematics and Computer Science - TMUA

Mathematics and Philosophy - TMUA

Physics - ESAT

Physics and Philosophy - ESAT

Politics, Philosophy and Economics - TARA

Psychology (Experimental) - TARA

Psychology, Philosophy and Linguistics - TARA

https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applying-to-oxford/guide/admissions-tests


Online Interviews



Online Interviews (Demos here)

History: Imagine we 
had no records about 

the past at all, 
except everything to 
do with sport � how 

much of the past 
could we find out 

about?

Biological Sciences: Why do 
many animals have stripes?

Geography: If I were to visit the 
area where you live, what would 

I be interested in?

Engineering: How 
would you design a 

gravity dam for 
holding back 

water?

Modern 
Languages: 

Should poetry 
be difficult to 
understand?

Experimental 
Psychology: 

Why do human 
beings have 

two eyes?

Music: If you could invent a 
new musical instrument, 

what kind of sound would it 
make?

English: Why do you 
think an English student 

might be interested in 
the fact that Coronation 
Street has been running 

for 50 years?

Medicine: Why do we have 
red blood cells?

Law: If the 
punishment for 

parking on double 
yellow lines were 

death, and therefore 
nobody did it, would 

that be a just and 
effective law?

https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applying-to-oxford/guide/interviews#:~:text=FAQS-,Demonstration,-interview%20videos


Academic 
Achievement

Personal 
Statement

Teacher�s 
Reference

Interviews

Written 
Work

Admissions 
Tests

Contextual 
Data

Subject 
Requirements

Your 
Application

No part of an application is considered in isolation 

All available information is looked at together before 

decisions are made



Let us help you prepare



Any Questions?

outreach@stcatz.ox.ac.uk
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